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Minutes of the Graduate Council Meeting of February 24, 2022, by Zoom
Meeting was called to order by Chair Davis-Gage at 3:32 pm
Igou moved, Gilson seconded to approve the minutes of the last meeting. Approved unanimously.
Reports
●

●
●

Dean Waldron reported
o that the Graduate College has been holding graduate program coordinator meetings to
discuss the Graduate College funding process, catalog updates and the vision for
graduate education.
o Allocations for Graduate College assistantships and tuition scholarships went out this
afternoon.
o Enrollment projections for Fall 22: Net applications are up 7.3% from last year.
o There will be a change in counting process—soon graduate students that start their
program in the summer will be counted in with the fall cohort, as “summer start”
students have generally fallen through the cracks in the counting.
o The MBA program in China will be admitting a new cohort after travel restrictions let up.
o There are more online cohorts starting this fall than last year.
Associate Dean Olivares reported that the post-Masters Advanced Studies Certificate in Mental
Health Counseling will go to Faculty Senate on February 28.
Igou had no updates for now.

Old Business
●

Request to change the composition of the EdD Dissertation Committee.
o Gilson reported that those he heard from in COE are all in favor. Gilson wanted to clarify
that the third member can have Associate Graduate Faculty status, because that’s critical
for their EdD area. This was confirmed by the Dean and Associate Dean. The Associate
Graduate Faculty member can’t chair, but can serve on the committee.
o Del Carlo emailed all CHAS graduate coordinators. Heard from only one who said it
sounds good.
o A question was raised if this is a change in catalog policy, and Olivares said yes. This
change will apply retroactively for current students as well. Gilson asked what is the rest
of the process and Dean Waldron confirmed that this is the final stage of approval.
o Olivares will check to see if the change can get into the 2022 online catalog. The
Graduate College online form may not be changed quickly, but for now the Graduate
College will accept an alternate form, such as a fillable PDF. Once the online form is
changed, it will be difficult if students want a 4-member committee.
o Gilson moved, Igou seconded to approve the change to the EdD Dissertation Committee
Composition to 3 members, including at least two Graduate Faculty. Motion passed
unanimously.

New Business

●

●

Journal Manuscript thesis format: Dean Waldron reported that Kinesiology wants to use a
journal manuscript format for the Master’s thesis, with appendices for extended literature
review and methodology.
o Historically, programs who want a different type of thesis format need Graduate College
approval.
o Kat Wolhpart has been researching three different types of theses: traditional 5 chapter,
creative, and journal manuscript.
o Igou shared an outline of the journal manuscript format.
o Tracy commented that she doesn’t see a downside. Davis-Gage commented that it’s
student-friendly to make a publication from the thesis, and the same level of research is
required. Is Graduate Council approval needed for new thesis formats?
o Del Carlo wanted to clarify that Graduate Council may approve different thesis types, but
it is department/program discretion as to which formats are approved for their students.
o Coon clarified that only some programs can use the creative thesis.
o Waldron commented that Kat Wolhpart has been working hard to document what would
go in the Thesis & Dissertation Manual for a journal manuscript format and for a creative
thesis.
o Gilson was asked if the EdD might go in this direction and he reported there’s been some
talk of this.
o Waldron suggested perhaps waiting on a general policy change, but just vote on whether
Kinesiology can use this format. However, Graduate Council seemed ready to vote.
o Del Carlo moved, Tracy seconded to approve the journal manuscript format as a third
possible thesis format. Motion passed unanimously.
Assistantships for students in 4+1 graduate programs
o Pros and cons had been previously introduced. Coon didn’t see the con of competing
with traditional students for funding. There’s no additional allocation and it’s up to the
program to decide how to allocate the money to students.
o Waldron provided context from other institutions. Some allow GAs across the board.
Some say that 4+1 students already get a financial benefit from completing 2 degrees in
5 years, in addition to paying undergraduate tuition for the graduate credit taken in the
fourth year. (This is a change from previous policy for this program. Waldron worked
with OBO to have the fourth year billed at undergraduate tuition for 4+1 combined
degree students. They must be enrolled in at least 6 undergraduate credits to be billed
undergraduate tuition.)
o Coon stated that graduate credit as a senior in other programs is charged at the graduate
tuition rate. It doesn’t seem fair that some students get graduate credit at
undergraduate tuition and other don’t. Waldron and Olivares stated this was exception
worked out for the new combined degree program path.
o Davis-Gage asked if other programs are starting 4+1 paths. Waldron reported that some
are considering it.
o A question was asked if the lack of a GA for the Athletic Training students will curtail
their recruitment? Will it create a shortage of GAs for campus offices.
o Del Carlo asked if there would be a way to say that 4+1 students are eligible for a GA, but
may not be the first choice. Or do we just let departments decide on how to use their

●

●

allocation? If we say they aren’t eligible, what happens if we want to have a GA for 4+1
students.
o Waldron asked about the situation if a campus department wants to use their own
funding to hire a 4+1 student as a GA.
o Kelsey Wren (Social Work student) is a 1-year grad student in the MSW Advanced
Standing program and has a GA, but there are 2-year program students who had a GA
last year and get to keep them the second year. The Advanced Standing program is
unique to the MSW.
o Igou talked about the MAcc works and that her students are only eligible for GAs for one
year.
o Waldron and Olivares will craft some language for next meeting.
Program Vitality Committee (PVC)
o Davis-Gage reported that the PVC is going to start breaking down data by program, not
just department. For instance, Mental Health Counseling has always been combined
with School Counseling in certain metrics. Some metrics are at least separated out by
undergraduate and graduate level. Waldron shared her screen to show how it currently
works and what is in development.
o The committee is also working on separating out continuous enrollment students.
o Other various suggestions that graduate programs have wanted are in the works.
o Koh commented that the more detailed view is helpful and useful for librarians who
need to know about the needs of various programs. She was concerned about the work
required to implement these changes.
Mission and Vision
o A survey will be coming out.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Shoshanna Coon, ad hoc secretary

